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PANCHAYATH RAJ INSTITUTIONS IN MAKING INDIA AS
LARGEST GRASS-ROOT DEMOCRACY IN THE WORLD"

ISHWARYA .R
Dept. of Political Science
KSOU, Mysore
Introduction
i AZ Gandhi_ often pointed out, India lives in villages and unless village life can be
revitalized the nation as a whole can hardly come alive. When India became independent in
1947, perhaps one-third of the villa

the ges of India had traditional Panchayats and many of
them were far from flourishing conditions. The congress government has made a

determined effort to promote the creation of Panchayats and to make them effective units of
local self- government. Article 40 of the Constitution clearly declares The state shall take
necessary actions to organize village Panchayats and to endow them with such powers and
authority as may be necessary to enable them to function as units of sclfgovernment!.

The aim was to foster democratic participation, to involve villagers in the
devclopmcnt_ of the community and to reduce the burden of higher level of administration.
Though various steps were taken by successive governments to revitalize the system,
Gramswaraj through village Panchayats remained as a distant dream till 1992.
Bureaucratic apathy, indifference of the people, lack of political will, lack of uniformity etc
were the main f{actors behind the failure of the system. Realizing the potential of the PR
system, Rajeev Gandhi government initiated a process of Constitutional amendment to give
sanctity and uniformity to Panchayati Raj system so that it can be immune from political
interference and bureaucratic indifference. Rajeev Gandhi introduced 64th Constitutional
amendment Bill in 1989. But the Bill did not materialize because of the fall of his Ministry.
Finally the P.V.Narasimha Rao government introduced Panchayati Raj system in India
through the 73rd Constitutional Amendment in 1992.

The 73rd Amendment Act has added a new Part in the constitution- Part Nine -
consisting of 16 Articles and the 11th Schedule .The functions of the Panchayati Raj
institutions have been clearly spelt out in Article 243G of the Constitution, read with Article
243 ZD and the 11th Schedule. The PRIs are supposed to be genuine institutions of local
self-government, not adjuncts to the implementing agencies of State governments. The
constitution, which describes them as institutions of local self-government, says that this
[status] is [given to them)] for two specific purposes: planning for economic devg:lopment and
social justice and implementing these plans. Moreover, it says that this process c_)f
empowering them through devolution in urdcr. to enable them to plan ap.d 1anl§:ment_ their
own programmes of neighborhood economic development andb sognal justice will be
governed by the laws of the legislatures of the States. The Conshtunon.says n lh<? 11th
Schedule that this empowerment shall relate or could rcla_le to the 29 subjef.:ts listed in Fhe
Schedule. Any form of Panchayati Raj that falls short of this cannot be described as genuine
Panchayati Raj2. epchavatioRa] system

w Panchaya .

Featm?hgf'?t:::fed r(E“:mrw.timticnr\.,::\l Amendment Act envisages Gramsabha as the i‘omvmiauon‘ of
the PRI system to perform the functions of and powers entmstcjd ‘to it b_\ht‘ e_lslztiatec
legislatures. The amendment provides for a three- tier PRI sy St‘-g‘h }?l tb{;:er\;l i\ir;
intermediate and district levels. Small stateslwnh popul‘atlon b_elow ?O la - a}\:e Pancl'%a\,-'at
the option to not to constitute the intermediate lcyc!. The Act provldqs t atrt elhis ,.cri_Od
bodies will have an assured duration of 5 years with mandsflory elections a 1;;:1' t pd mé
However it might be noted that under the Act the establishment qf Paflf'. ayacr?:?nents
devolution of necessary powers and authority on the PRIs are vested in st?t; go:;cmc ’ anci
In view of this it may be said that the success of the PRIs as _ell unit ﬁ dzn::nd Oil o
thereby ushering an all round development of rural areas ianedont dp olitical will
‘ntention and support of the state ggvernments.‘“hthou{ Brneer }ntenr_lﬁ_n a:t‘. pmasses will
‘hese institutions would be misused by rural elites and the poor and illiterate
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GLOBALIZATION IMPACT ON RURAL
DEVELOPMENT IN INDIA

Ishwarya R.

Abstract:

In today’s era of globalization all countries developed and
developing needs the continuous. It ts a sattstactory matrer that ,
[ndia in achieving the goal of development planned inats planning
introduction efforts are still continuing about the Democranization
and consttutionalisation in more. The successes of such ettorts
are vested in some spate parts and are under general criticism.
Panchavath raj formarfion 1s also not exceprions more,
communication has been increased and chus causing vengeance
among the people and causing damage to the peace. To prove
such cridcism, present Panchavath Raj system. now alscin clutches
of leadership, traditonal leadership and sull continued in thar
rules, which mav be observed by us.

On this occasion, the effect ot globalization has also hyroken

1

the village communities now and the basic nature of rutal

Ramya S.: Assistant Professor, Deparunent of Soctoiogl

Karnataka State Open Universicy, Muktha Gangotri, Mysuru
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Abstract
E-governance purely based on Internet. The emergence of Information and Communication
Technology (ICT) has provided means for faster and better communication, retrieval of data and
utilization of information to its users. E-Governance is basically the application of ICT to provide
government services to the citizens through internet. it is the use of ICT by the government, civil society
and _pplih‘cal institutions to engage citizens through dialogue and feedback to promote their greater
participation in the process of governance of these institutions. Thus, e-government can be viewed as a

subset off e-govemarice, and its focus is largely on mproving administrative efficiency and reducing administrative
corruption. In the paper authors have discussed about the e-government initiative in study area, its

benefits, the main challenges related to the impact of e-Governance in study area and its acceptability in
Hassan as well as in India.

Keywords: E-Governance, Cost, ICT, Impact and Public Benefits

Introduction

Since the term “bibliometric was first proposed by Alan Pritchard in 1969, many references
to bibliometric studies have been made in the academic literature. It is considered that the
systematic study of trends in a discipline is justified as an exercise of self-reflection to determine
its historical roots and to predict research trends in the future, with the consequent potential for
research in any field of study. The term e-Government came into existence with the advent of
government websites in late 1990s. e-Governance or , electronic Governance™ refers to the use of
Information and Communication Technologies (ICTs) to provide citizens and organisations with
more convenient access to the government's servic2s and information. In other words, e-
Governance involves ICTs, especially the internet, to improve the delivery of government
services to citizens, businesses and government agencies. It is not limited to the public se: tor
only but also includes the management and administration of policies and procedures in private
sector as well. The use of internet not only delivers the services faster but also brings more
transparency between the government and the citizens. But in developing countries like India,
where literacy level is very low and most of the people are living below poverty line, it is very
much difficult for the government to provide its services to such citizens via means of internet.
Even the e-Readiness Rank of India is very low.

According to the Global Information Technology, Networked Readiness Index Report 2018,
the e-Readiness rank of India is 58" place out of 140 Countries that means the use of ICTs in
India is very low. First the Government approved the National E-Governance Action plan for
implementation during the year 2003-2007. Many other factors like privacy and security related
to user's personal information, digital divide etc. are also huge challenges for the
implementation of e-Governance in India. Public administration, governed by bureaucratic
structures built on rationale principles, that dominated the twentieth century, has failed to
respond to the changing requirements of the present times. E-governance, which is a paradigm
shift over the traditional approaches in public administration, means rendering of government

Shanlax International Journal of Arts, Science and Humanities Z
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POLITICAL EMPOWERMENT OF DEPRESSED CLASSES
THROUGH PANCHAYATH RAJ INSTITUTIONS
= AN ANALYSIS

_ ISHWARYA .R
Assistant Professor of Political Science, Karnataka State Open University,
Mukthagangotri, Mysuru

Abstract

An attempt is made in this paper is to analyse the political empowerment of
depressed classes through PRIs. The depressed classes constitute as one of the most
disadvantaged groups in Indian society. They are stigmatized people and, on this
account, suffer from numerous disabilities which are regulated through religious beliefs
and practices. Some of the common features among them are low economic status,
segregation, lack of political power, low level of literacy and social mobility. All together
reinforce the wretched condition of the depressed classes of the society. More than 85
percent population of weaker sections in India is engaged in primary sector, particularly
agriculture. Their proportion as agricultural labourers is considerably higher than the
general population. The term ‘participation’ is a widely used concept and interpreted
differently by different scholars. It has been used in terms of involvement, interaction,
influence, self-help, empowerment and self reliance. ‘Participation’ is viewed either as a
goal to achieve a milestone or set targets or it is seen as a means to achieve the goal. It
is a performance oriented concept, and has to be understood in the context in which it is
being used.
Keywords: PRIs, depressed classes and political power.

Introduction

The depressed classes constitute as one of the most disadvantaged groups in
Indian society. They are stigmatized people and, on this account, suffer from numerous
disabilities which are regulated through religious beliefs and practices. Some of the
common features among them are low economic status, segregation, lack of political
power, low level of literacy and social mobility. All together reinforce the wretched
condition of the depressed classes of the society. The condition of depressed classes in
terms of residence, housing, health and standard of living is precarious. Firstly, majority
of them are too poor to own any property. They live and build their dwellings on land
belonging to landowners who engage them as agricultural labourers. This binds them to
their jobs and makes it difficult for them to change their place. or occupation or both.
Secondly, they continue to suffer from segregation speciﬁcall_y with regard to habitation.
India lives in villages, there are more than 5.76 lakh villages in our country. Naturally the
development of the country depends on the development of villages. Every village should
be a self contained republic. . .

Panchayath Raj Systems are called grassroots level of democracy which are given
and provided to share power of the administration of the: gqvernment by the common
man at village level. The network of Panchayath Raj Institutions covers the length and
breadth of the country today. The panchayath raj institutions declined because of lack of
conceptual clarity, absence of political will and denial of national priority, lack of
research, evaluation and feedback etc., 73 Amendment Act has opened a new chapter
in the history of rural local self governing institutions. The Amendment provides for a

(1JIPAR) 37
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Abstract

India is still a developing country with
a state

likewise 61% of populations of Karnatak

in employm

government for rural development. Though
policies, programs, projects an

areas is still a far reality. Due to the paradigm shift in t
general and rural development in particular there are severa

the goal of rural development. Mahatma

did not mean simply the growth and expansion of
development of the villages. This idea of village
overall development of the nation relevant even today. Some of
challenging and need fresh initiatives for development in India include * Functional and
- Spatial planning and regional imbalances.
-Development of human resources including — literacy, more specifically, female literacy,
education and skill development — health, addressing the issues of both sanitation and
public health * Land reforms and technology induced farming * Development of the
productive resources of each locality * Need based development * Sustainable growth
-organic farming * Infrastructure development like electricity, irrigation, credit, marke .ing,
transport facilities including construction of village roads and feeder roads to nearby
highways, facilities for agriculture research and xtension and information dissemination P

financial autonomy of local governments

69% of [

ont still remains significant as 54.6% in Indi

Therefore, India and Karnataka are still largely 5 1o alfbe
: " in the vear 2018-19 and 2019-20 respectively 18 a
LABESRs EEL 3 a lot of planning an

d schemes are done, achievement

{ Political Science,

ty, Mukthagangotri, Mysuru

rural agrarian economies.

ndian population living in rural are,
live in rural areas. The share of agricultyr
a. It is 54.8 percent in Karnataks
Rs 13934Cr anq
ated by the Karnataka state
d implementation of various
of desired results in rural
he concept of development in
1 hurdles and pitfalls impeding
Gandhi once said that the real progress of India
industrial urban centre’s but mainly the
development being at the centre of the
the areas which are

Alleviation of poverty and bringing about significant improvement in the living conditions of

the weaker sections of the population emphasizing access to productive employment
opportunities. They also need to be given opportunities to diversify into various non-farm

production activities such as food processing.

Introduction

Since independence Rural
Development Programs are designed to
improve over all conditions of the people
living in the villages. After independence,
Government initiated a number of programs
to solve the chronic problems villages faced
l'iy villages, efforts were made through
Community  development program &
Democratic Decentralization to eradicate
poverty & hunger from the rural India &
usher in all round development of rural

International Journal of HIT Tr.

ansaction on ECCN

masses. Development of rural areas has a
‘ agricultural
production and related economic activities,
and financial
! development,
improvement of service delivery thereby
paving the way for improved human

bearing on improving
availability

resources

of natural
and their

development.

These programs

over emphasis on pHiEGlt6Es -and Tatér it

20

tevel . helped
evelopment of Agriculture in the country
which led to Green Revolution. There was
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. BABU JAGJIVANRAM’S CONTRIBUTIONS
TO THE INDIAN POLITICAL THOUGHT : A
| STUDY

*Ishwarya.R

INTRODUCTION:

India Is the largest democratic system in the world. Over the years many
great people have been contributing to society to uphold the existence of democracy
ever since. Some of the nation’s leaders have played an important role as a sailor
steering the ship to the right direction .Babu Jagjivanram 1s one of those who
devoted themselves to the prosperity of the masses while consistently fighting for
meaningful struggle for the fulfillment of the Freedom and Equality Fraternity in
national politics. Babu Jagjivanram as successful leader, green revolution pioneer,
progressive thinkers, social innovators, and integrated India as their field of
thought.

Babu Jagajeevanaram, whos a great believer in democracy, has shown great
interest in the prosperity of the country’s daily life. Babuji, who took over as
Minister of Food, Agriculture, Community Development and Cooperation in 1967,
caused commotion throughout the country, crediting Babuji for the revolutionary
growth in agriculture by producing wheat and rice and transforming India into a
food-hungry country. India the words of M.S Swaminathan, agriculture has
modernized and our food production has increased enormously .

Being a minister of Labor in the Independent India, he was implemented Trade
Union Act, Minimum Wages Act, State Employees Insurance Act, Provident Fund
Establishment Act, Harbour Labour Act and Farm workers Protection Act, etc.,
and other new Acts, thus, he has become a ray for aggrieved communities. When
Babu Jagjivanram was a Railway Minister dgr.ing 19536, he has a\{mded the' system
of providing drinking water on caste and religion basis, and prowdfed public water
supply system in the Railway Compartments. As well as he has avoided the system

of Maintaining of Railway Canteens only by the upper castes in large extent and
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ABSTRACT

Agriculture is the backbone of India’s
economy.55% of Indian people depends on
agriculture. The agricultural sector has created
the largest level of employment. Agriculture is
considered as the primary sector in India. There
is a lot of confusion about the new agricultural
laws that the central government has enacted
this year. Amidst the debates of agrarian law,
there is an increasing flow of misinformation,
which has added to the confusion in society
about these laws. The government’s goal is to
liberalize agricultural markets by enacting these
three bills. With the liberalization of the agri-
market, the system becomes more efficient and
everyone concerned, especially the farmers,
gf:-ts a fair price for their crops. The bills also
aim to make agriculture a more profitable
industry than it is today. In other way This law

is being issued to the corporate lobby
Key words - .
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laws that the central government has eNactey
this year. Amidst the debates of agrarian law
there is an increasing flow of mISinfOrmatiOn
which has added to the confusion in SOCiEt\;
about these laws. The government’s gog| s ¢
liberalize agricultural markets by enacting these
three bills. With the liberalization of the aq/;.
market, the system becomes more efficient anq
everyone concerned, especially the farmers, get.
a fair price for their crops. The bills also aim tq
make agriculture a more profitable industry than
it is today. In other way This law is being issued
to the corporate lobby.

The Agriculture Bills was tabled in the
Lok Sabha on September 14, 2020 and the bill
was passed on 17 September and The Rajya
Sabha approved the bills on 20 September 2020.
The President Ramnath Kovind had also ratified
the three bills on September 27, 2020.
1. TheFarmers’ Produce Trade and Commerce
(Promotion and Facilitation) Act, 2020:-The
goal is to enable farmers to sell their
products in places other than APMC-
controlled knees. However, this is not an
attempt to discontinue APMCs. It s
Important to note that the aim is to expand
the sales options of farmers’ products. If
the farmer believes that it is possible to
have a good deal with the private buyer, he
can sell it to the private buyer instead of
selling it at the APMC knee.
Farmers (Empowerment and Protection)
Agreement on Price Assurance and Farm
Services Act, 2020:-In the second bill
€conomic agents were given the free
OPportunity to collect food items withou!
fear of any legal action.
25525(Jen;:13| Comquities (Amendment) Actk*
forfa‘rmee third bill provides a frame\ffor‘
whint al:s to enter into contract farrf”f‘gn
agreemen?W.S them to sign a writte

with the company to producé

What they want in return for a healthy
"®Muneration.
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AMARTY A SEN’S THOUGHTS ON GENDER INEQUALITY: A REVISIT

Ishwarya. R Assistant Professor, DOS&R in Political Science. Karnataka State Open University.
Mukthagangotri, Mysuru-06.
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Abstract: Fquality between men and women is critical for humanity's evolution. In comparison to boy
children, the birthrate of a girl child is more by 5% globally. Women can live longer and sustain more if
they are given the same nurturing and care as men. Based on the experience of the Western population. if a
girl child 1s not discriminated against in China or India, the population of women in China and India will
increase by 2.9 and 2.3 crores respectively. Based on his statistical investigation, Prof. Amartya Sen came
up with the atorementioned estimate. Sen has devoted himself to studying his country and has made it his
emphasis of study. The research also highlights how females in Asia and North Africa are disproportionately
deprived of health and nutrition. He thinks that in China. the country's apathy to its girls was aggravated by
the imposition of Chinese family size in the second part of the 1970s_ He also highlights the fact that women
outnumber men in the population. Amartya Sen has been concerned about this for many vears. As he asserts,
gender-based abortion and the raising of defenseless girl children, as well as raising awareness about these
1ssues, have generated a schism in our country For example, in his 2005 book 'The Argumentative Indian.'

he goes into great length about the subject. This rescarch article examines Prof Amartya Sen’s writings as
a potential resource to analyse discrimination against men and women.

Keywords: Empowerment, Inequality, Constitution. Article, Gender, Discrimination.

Introduction

Every person has been classified as a male or a woman from birth based on biological characteristics.
Gender inequality 1s when people are treated differently because of their gender. This is based on the gender
roles that society has allocated. In the context of Indian society, gender inequality can be seen in a variety
of ways. Gender disparity persists despite substanual progress in the sectors of economics, social, political.
education. and culture around the world.

Humans have evolved equally in nature. Gender equality is jeopardised as conventional gender roles are
modernized and patriarchy is institutionalized. Even though men and women are naturally created with
equal potential to perform in society around the world, women are given a different hierarchical position
Inequalities should be eliminated, and we should strive to build a fair and equal society.

On December 10th 1948, in a significant announcement passed by the General Assembly of the World
Congress. “All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights. They are endowed with reason
and conscience and should act towards one another 1n a spirit of brotherhood. Everyone is entitled to all the
rights and freedoms set forth in this Declaration, without distinction of any kind, such as race. colour, sex.
language. religion. political or other opinion. national or social origin, property. birth or other status.™
UN’s General Secretary Antonio Guterres has spoken regarding how achieving gender equality and
empowering women and young girls s an incomplete action in our era. It s the biggest challenge 1o the
universal human rights. In 1995’s Human Development Report. Gender Development index (GDI) and
Gender Empowerment Index (GEI) has been introduced. GDI and GEI are the primary indices to measure
global gender nequality for World Organization Development Reports. According to Benariya and
Farmanihar, the GDI and GEI are combined indices of gender inequality because only domestic
development 1s included. which is not a sufficient benchmark of gender disparity. GDI and GEI were later
cnucised as insufficient indices for measuring gender equality. In 2010, UNDP strived to improve the GDI
and GEM indices in its Human Development Report. In 2011°s Global Gender Gap Report, it was stated
that Iceland, Norway, Finland, Sweden, Nicaragua. Ireland, Spain are on the verge of attaining gender
equality.

According to the 2011 Census, India's total population i1s 121,01,93 422 The male population is
62,3724 248 and the female population is 58,64,69,174. For every 1000 men, there are 940 women.
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